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Minutes of the Association for the Protection of the Lac Heney 

September 24, 2012

All the directors were present at the meeting with the exception of John O’Brien, Ray Moffat and 
Alan Darling.

5 the items were on the agenda.

1) Review of the fish population and review of Dr. Carignan’s reports

2) Website redesign

3) Lac St. Marie municipal planning meeting 

4) Municipal taxes issues

5) Island Cleanup Committee

The meeting began by acknowledging that one of the directors Erin Stratton gave birth to a baby 
boy named Benjamin last week.  The committee congratulates Erin and will be sending flowers 
from the Association to her.  A motion was made congratulating Erin and was seconded.

The minutes of the last annual general meeting held in August at Lac Ste Marie were reviewed.  
There are several corrections that need to be made including correcting ‘Baie des Mort’s.  Tom 
McKenna will correct the minutes and will resend them out once completed.  The AGM minutes 
were approved by the committee pending the corrections.

Congratulations were extended to Colin McCorriston for organizing the social event that 
followed the AGM.  It was very successful.

Action items; Colin will write letters of thanks to JoAnne Amour, the pub staff, and the people 
who set up the tent. Chuck will sign these letters of thanks.
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The treasurer’s report was tabled by Dennis Levesque.  Dennis reported that the Association has 
a $35,247 in the bank.  $1069 will be spent this year for directors insurance.  $1451 was spent on 
the annual general meeting lunch.  The Association has 137 people who have paid up 
memberships from the 1st mail-out.  A 2nd mail out will be sent out in December.

Action items: Chuck Gaudreau will send power point slides from the annual general meeting to 
Gerry Holt so that the slides can be posted onto the APLH website.

Kevin Bell reported that the ministry fish study has been completed, but an official report has not 
been issued yet.  Apparently Kevin was informed by Pierre Seguin that they did not catch a 
single fish over the one week monitoring period.

Action item: Kevin will wait for the report from the ministry.  We will push for a meeting with 
Julie from the ministry who is currently on maternity leave.  It will be important to find out the 
results of the FISH study and try to prevent winter fishing on Lac Heney.

Kevin Bell reported that Dr. Carignan’s report is in and he submitted 3 studies.  The 1st study is 
the Tributary study.  Apparently phosphate levels in the tributaries that feed into Lac Heney are 
comparable to those done in 2003.  Only the stream from the sawmill has shown a drop in 
phosphate.  Otherwise phosphate measurements are similar.  It is hard to understand the chart or 
Dr. Carignan's report and we may need to meet with him to get clarification.

The most important factor determining tributary P level seems to be the size of the drainage base 
and whether the stream is an outlet from another lake.  The stream from Lac A La Barbue seems 
to contain more phosphate.

The second study from Dr. Carignan was the iron study.  This study suggested that 50-60% of 
the added iron is now reduced to iron sulfide and can no longer bind phosphate.  There is a loss 
of Fe in the intermediate zones.  It is not clear whether we should be adding more iron to the 
lake, perhaps during the winter months.  This needs to be discussed with Dr. Carignan.
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Dr. Carignan also submitted the water quality study which suggests that there is no increased 
algae and there has no there has been no peak in phosphate in 2012.  A new seasonal pattern may 
be emerging whereby maximum phosphate levels hit 17-18 in the autumn and fall to 11 or 12 
mcg in the summer.

A contract for lake monitoring has been signed with Dr. Carignan for the upcoming year.  
However it is unclear if Dr. Carignan will continue to monitor the lake past 2013.

Action item we need to get the raw data from Dr. Carignan’s observations throughout the years.  
It is not clear if Dr. Carignan will keep monitoring the lake after next year.  It would be good if 
we could get clarification on Dr. Carignan’s reports and we will ask him to present his report to 
the ministry of the environment.

Gerry Holt then discussed the Lac Heney association website. Gerry wants to set up a new web 
site.  The current website is old and needs to be updated and moved to a new server.  The current 
website is being updated using a Web site editor called FrontPage that is 10 years old and is no 
longer supported by Microsoft.  A new website would use a Content Management System 
(CMS) which allows members to access areas of the site and allows easy modifications to the 
website.  A new website would also be fresh with a new look.

Gerry would like to set up a sub-committee to help find a website designer and to entertain 
proposals from contractors.  He would like the sub-committee to look at proposal from 
contractors and select one.  

Two potential proposals for website design have come in.  One is from Brian Nadon.  Mr. Nadon
is a part-time website developer who has a cottage on the lake.  He has volunteered to do the 
website design at cost.  The other proposal has come from Eric Forler of Bectin Corporation.  He 
has previously provided website design Colin McCorriston’s law firm.

Six volunteers were selected for the website committee from the list of Directors.  These 
volunteers were; Ashwin, Colin, Michael, Dennis, Chuck and Gerry Holt.  Gerry Holt will chair 
this website committee.  They will meet in the next several weeks.

Municipal affairs were then discussed.  Lac Ste Marie invited the APLH to participate in an 
urban planning meeting.  The city of Lac Ste Marie is trying to build a sustainable development 
program with an active economic and social component.  Michael, Kevin and Chuck went to the 
Lac Ste Marie meeting and they provided input on the urban development plan.  They did learn 
that most of the tax base of Lac Ste Marie is derived from cottages rather than from permanent 
residences.  This suggests that cottagers should have more political power at the municipal level.
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The final discussion concerned the Island cleanup committee.  Discussion was made about 
placing notices on the islands to campers to keep the island camp sites clean and free of debris.  
The committee agreed that we should not be providing facilities for camping since this might 
encourage further camping on the islands.  Tom McKenna is on the island cleanup committee but 
they have not met yet.  He will keep us informed of developments.

The next meeting of the Lake Heney Association will be on Monday, October 29, at 251 Bank 
St, second floor.  


