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Association pour la protection du Lac Heney
Association for the protection of Lake Heney

Directors’ Meeting
7:00 pm, Feb 15, 2010

Hartman’s Grocery, 
Somerset Street, Ottawa

Minutes

Attendance
Present: Absent:

Chuck Gaudreau, Chair 
Kevin Bell 
Colin McCorriston 
Michael Wolfson 
Gerry Webb
Allan Darling 
Erin Stratton

Pierre Séguin
Don Ford 
Joan Traversy

Gerry Holt 
Denis Levesque
Ray Moffatt
Allan O’Brien 
John Rayner (Foundation)
Tom McKenna 
Shawn Aaron

1. Approval of the Agenda
The Agenda was adopted as circulated. 

2. Minutes of previous meetings
Minutes of the meeting held on December 6th were approved on a motion by Allan Darling, seconded 
by Kevin Bell. 

3. Business Arising from previous meeting
 Somer (1981) report: Erin Stratton confirmed that Pierre Calvé received a copy of the 

Somer report for the Lake History Project. In response to questions, Allan Darling 
indicated that it was essentially a benchmark historical report which concluded the lake 
was fragile and further development should be limited.  The report also contains some 
background chemistry data on the lake. 

 Mineral rights: Gerry Webb contacted Yvon Blanchard (Directeur général, Municipality of 
Lac Ste Marie) and Jean Marie Gauthier (Directeur général, Municipality of Gracefield) to 
determine mineral claim interests around the Lake. LSM and the Township of Northfield 
(now Gracefield) were established in 1875 and 1861, respectively, long after 1835, which 
means that subsurface rights are no longer embedded in property ownership. M. Blanchard 
indicated that it is probably too late for property owners to protect themselves against 
prospectors and mine claims. Neither M. Blanchard nor M. Gauthier were aware of any 
current prospecting or proposed mining development in the area, but would not be 
surprised if there was some interest. Webb also provided some examples of organizations 
that have been approached by Dr. Les White (former head of the Geology Department at 
Carleton University) and have decided to secure their subsurface mineral rights: The 
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Gatineau Fish and Game Club in Point Comfort and the Royal Ottawa Golf Club. It appears 
that no exploration can occur within 75 m of an existing building, so it not likely an issue 
for most property owners. Since the municipalities have not heard of any specific 
exploration, it was agreed that the Association should not pursue this issue.  Chuck
Gaudreau indicated that he visited www.claimyourrights.ca and the geologic maps are 
pretty bare in the area around the lake. It was agreed that no action is currently 
warranted and the Association should maintain a watching brief on the issue and bring it up 
at the AGM. 

 Review of Carignan’s 2009 report and summary: Addressed below under CP

4. Treasurer’s Report
Denis Levesque was unable to attend the meeting, but provided an update via email.  He reported 
that the second mailing in December 2010 was sent to 39 people and yielded 16 additional 
membership cheques. He indicated that as of end of January 2011, there was $10,015.76 in the 
Association account, representing a total of 183 paid memberships. 

He will bring the 2 copies of the UQAM DVD documentary on issues affecting Quebec Lakes, 
entitled “Nos lacs sous la surface”, to the next session.

5. Association Committees
a. State of the Lake (Comité paritaire)
Kevin Bell indicated the Comité Paritaire (CP) met in mid-December and discussed the report 
and 3 reviews. The peer reviewers raised issues about the fate of the iron, so the CP has 
asked Professor Carignon to look into iron analyses, in addition to other parameters already 
being assessed, as well as the role of chalets, tributaries and other sources of phosphorus. 
Prof. Carignon has not yet responded, but expected to get back to them after mid-February 
to discuss how he will handle this summer’s monitoring. At a minimum, he will assess the lake 
chemistry and physical parameters that have been assessed in the past. 

Professor Nurenburg indicated the algae blooms were not weather related. Professor Pick 
indicated that if it is windy, it changes thermal stratification which can contribute to algae 
blooms and this was not considered in Carignon’s analysis. Professor Campbell comments were 
related to the manganese and other chemical mass balances. 

b. Communications
Lake History Project: No one from the committee was in attendance, but Pierre indicated in an 
email that Dr. Josianne Paul has been hired.  She defended her doctoral thesis with flying 
colors last January 31st and will now devote much of her time to the project. She has already 
begun research in the Outaouais archives. The History committee will meet with her shortly to 
discuss the project at length and in detail. 

c. Environment
Erin Stratton indicated that given her new responsibilities as secretary, she is not finding 
time she would like to devote to the environment committee and it would probably be better if 
someone else took over as chair. 

d. Social Committee
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No report as the winter is a slow period. Colin McCorriston is going to try to organize events 
for the summer. 

e. Municipal Affairs

 Information on municipal property assessments for web posting: Charles Gaudreau 
indicated 6 people appealed and were denied reassessments. Gaudreau and Darling are 
helping them with their court cases. 

 Interim control on boathouses: There are approximately 4 boathouses on the lake. 
Charles Gaudreau has checked with Municipalities, James Annis, and the MRC
(Municipalité régionale de comté de La Vallée-de-la-Gatineau). There is nothing to 
report for the time being. The RCI (règlement de contrôle intérimaire) does not 
affect us, because Heney was excluded, given the existing interim control regulation 
that only applies to Heney. Claude Beaudoin wrote the RCI, but it is currently not
really being enforced by municipalities in the MRC; however, there have been reports 
that people on other lakes have been declined permits to rebuild the footings of their 
boathouses. 

6. Other Business
Foundation business: Bell indicated that our lawyer (M. Bélanger) and the government lawyer 
participated in a conference call where the government confirmed it would prepare a letter with 
respect the management of existing funds from the original court settlement. It looks like all the 
money can be kept by the Association. Allan Darling indicated that the critical question is to what 
extent and in what way does the Quebec government have a continuing role in decision-making 
regarding the remaining money and the interest on the original $3.2 million.  The government 
lawyer has discussed with Auditor General of Quebec and it appears that all funds will remain with 
the Foundation, but the nature of continuing role of the government has not been resolved. Since 
we don’t know if the treatment of the lake has worked, we may want to propose other options. 
Darling indicated that we are looking for a new arrangement with the government, but definitely 
want them on board for further interventions. The only thing that has changed is that we can no 
longer open the lawsuit with respect to property values. 

7. Date of the next meeting.
The next meeting is tentatively scheduled for April 11, 2011.

The meeting adjourned at 8:35 pm.

EKS
2011-02-15

Action Items:
 Should we have a digital copy of the Somer (1981) report for future reference? Confirm 

with Pierre Calvé (Stratton).
 At the next AGM, the Association should present an analysis of Carignon’s findings from 

the previous year and bring up the issue of mineral rights claims. 
 Determine a preliminary budget for the Lake History project (Lake History Committee).
 Discuss with other environment committee members about who might be willing to take 

over the role of chair (Stratton).
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 For the spring e-bulletin (to be circulated in early April?), space should be dedicated to the 
social committee and include information for those appealing their 2011 property tax 
assessment (McCorriston, Gaudreau, Webb?). 

 Determine arrangement with Quebec government for management of funds remaining from 
the court settlement (Foundation)


