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Association pour la protection du Lac Heney
Association for the protection of Lake Heney

Directors’ Meeting
7:00 pm, May 10, 2010

Hartman’s Grocery, 
Somerset Street, Ottawa

Minutes

Attendance
Present: Absent:

Chuck Gaudreau, Chair 
Kevin Bell Tom McKenna
Shawn Aaron Ray Moffatt Colin McCorriston
Andrée Bertrand Allan O’Brien
Allan Darling Pierre Séguin
Don Ford Erin Stratton
Gerry Holt Joan Traversy
Denis Levesque Gerry Webb John Rayner (Foundation) 

Guest: James Annis, Lac Pemichangan

1. Introduction of Guests
James Annis, President of the Friends of Lac Pemichangan, was introduced.

2. Approval of the Agenda 
The Agenda was adopted as circulated, with the addition of Mineral Rights Claims under Other 
Business.  

3. Minutes of previous meetings
Minutes of the meeting held on February 22, 2010 were approved on a motion by Gerry Holt, 
seconded by Tom McKenna. 

4. Business Arising from previous meeting
 Fish study report: Pierre Séguin was not able to get a copy of the report but has been 

touch with the Ministry about stocking the lake.
 Meeting with mayors: No meeting has been arranged as yet but Charles and Pierre will try 

to get both mayors to a meeting on the lake.  (James Annis mentioned that he has had good 
ongoing relations with Mayor Rochon, Gracefield.)

5. Treasurer’s Report
Denis Levesque reported that the Association paid membership stands at 187 (184 in 2008, 194 in 
2007) and there is a bank balance of $7,440.  He gave notice of the need for the membership 
canvas for dues, new members and a newsletter, which usually comes out in late June.  The current 
list of members will be circulated to all Directors so that they can inform non-members in their 
area about the Association and encourage them to join.  Allan Darling noted that we have a high 
participation rate of approx. 80% of the lakefront cottages.
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6. Association Committees
a. State of the Lake (Comité paritaire)
Kevin Bell reported that Dr. Carignan’s report on the monitoring of the lake in 2009-10 was
expected later this week when he will be meeting with the Comité paritaire on May 13.  He did 
send charts showing the changes with depth over the past 12 months in total phosphorus, 
temperature and oxygen, which indicated considerable deterioration during 2009, with a large 
internal loading event that occurred around 10 m. in mid-May. Most of this phosphorus moved 
downwards to be fixed by the residual FeOOH. In short, the lake has not reached equilibrium 
following the 2007 addition and he suspects that its behavior in 2010 will again be different 
from that of the previous year.  Of particular interest will be the fate of the iron and 
whether additional iron would be needed.  A summary of the report will be shared with 
Directors once it’s available.

b. Communications
Gerry Holt noted that it was too late to engage a student this summer.  He has prepared a 2 
page proposal which he will circulate to Directors.  He will attempt to get a cost estimate from 
the universities before the AGM.

Beth Green has stepped down from the committee because of time constraints and Al O’Brien 
volunteered to join.

c. Environment
Erin Stratton and Shawn Aaron participated in a presentation on lake monitoring by volunteers 
sponsored by ABV7 (Agence basin versant des 7, previously COMGA) & MDDEP on April 1.  
Basic sampling methods for lake quality were described and samples can be analyzed for $340 
for 3 samplings or $500 for 5 samplings.  ABV7 wants to build a sense of community in the 
Outaouais about area lake environments.  It was felt that the Association is already doing
more monitoring through the Université de Montréal and Dr. Carignan but that we did want to 
keep in touch and were willing to share our data.  Erin agreed to maintain contact with ABV7.

d. Social Committee

The Friends of Lac Pemichangan have held an annual golf tournament for the past 3-4 years as 
their main social event (rather than for fund raising).  Last year some 70 people attended the
dinner and enough prizes were donated by local businesses that every one got a door prize.  
This year’s tournament will be held on Friday, July 23 and the Association was invited to 
participate.  Since the Social Chairman, Colin McCorriston was not present, it was agreed that 
we would not try to organize a joint event this year but would enter some teams and encourage 
members to attend the golf & or the dinner.  Colin & Kevin agreed to work with James on the 
details.

e. Municipal Affairs
Charles Gaudreau noted that he and other Directors had been contacted by a number of 
members about the significant increase in property assessments and many cottagers were 
challenging their assessments.  It appears that the large increase in assessments is due to 
only a few property sales on the lake as well as high asking prices for lots for sale.  Two points 
of view were expressed: 
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a) Challenging the assessments is difficult and success is likely to be limited so it would 
be better to focus on how the money is being spent by the municipalities by demanding
more services for the money we’re paying.

b) With a collection of sales over the past 5 years and an understanding of the sale of 
individual lots, a strong case could be made for more reasonable assessments.  The 
possibility of a class action to argue the case was raised.

It was agreed that legal opinions from people with experience with Quebec law would be 
sought.  A committee comprising Allan Darling, Al O’Brien and Charles Gaudreau will seek 
advice and propose ways for the Association to proceed.  James Annis agreed to work with the 
Committee as there were similar concerns on Lac Pemichangan.

7. Other Business

a. High speed internet service: High speed service is available in Blue Sea area and a
Maniwaki entrepreneur (Picanoc, now called Xittel).  A tower has been erected at the 
north end of the lake and service (within q 5 km. radius) is to be available by end of May.  
Another tower has been erected in LSM.  Information is available at www.picanoc.net.

b. Mineral Rights Claims:  a geologist has contacted the President offering services for 
securing mineral rights on individual properties.  Charles agreed to find out more on the
issue.

c. Suggested information for the Spring newsletter included the new interim control 
regulations on shoreline protection, municipal evaluations, internet access and the latest 
lake results. Kevin Bell agreed to prepare a draft based on previous newsletters.   The 
date of the AGM was tentatively set as Sunday, August 8 in the Community Centre, LSM.

8. Date of the next meeting.
The date of the next meeting was tentatively set for Monday, June 14.

The meeting adjourned at 9:30 pm.

KAB
2010-05-27

Action Items:
 Meeting with mayors (Charles Gaudreau, Pierre Séguin)
 Newsletter, membership & dues form (Bell, Levesque)
 List of existing members to be sent to Directors (Levesque)
 Carignan Report on 2009 lake monitoring (Bell)
 History project proposal to Directors (Holt)
 Dinner & golf with Pemichangan (McCorriston)
 Legal opinion on challenging assessments (Darling, O’Brien, Gaudreau)
 Mineral rights situation (Gaudreau)


