
Association pour la protection du Lac Heney 
Association for the protection of Lake Heney 

Directors’ Meeting 
7:00 pm, May 4, 2009 
Hartman’s Grocery,  

Somerset Street, Ottawa 
Attendance 

Present: Absent: 
Allan Darling, Chair  Kevin Bell 

Rolly Davis 
Ray Moffatt 
Graeme Kirby 
Chantal Proulx 
Pierre Séguin 
Erin Stratton 
 
 
 
 

Don Ford 
Charles Gaudreau 
Denis Levesque 
Colin McCorriston 
Tom McKenna 
Bill Green 
Joan Traversy 
Shawn Aaron 
Gerry Holt 
Allan O’Brien 
Gerry Webb  

 
 
MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING 
 
Moved by Gerry Holt, seconded by Tom McKenna, that the minutes of the previous 
meeting be approved as circulated.  Motion carried. 
 
BUSINESS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES 
 
1. Sawmill Effluent 
 
A concern regarding effluent from the sawmill creek from Lac à la Barbue into Lac Heney 
was raised at the last AGM.  Tom McKenna reported that, while the sawmill is inactive, 
the facility is used for kiln drying of lumber.  The Secretary has asked Prof. Carignan to 
conduct an additional analysis of the water from the creek joining Lac à la Barbue and 
Lac Heney in the summer testing program.  He also requested an additional analysis of 
the effluent from the creek entering Baie Gauthier (extreme SE end of the lake) from the 
adjacent farm where cows are pastured. 
 
2, Fondex Report Status 
 
Tom McKenna reported that he had left 2 voice messages with Fondex, reminding them 
in the second message that there was an account payable conditional on submission of 
the final report.  He will follow up again. 
 



3. High Speed Internet Access 
 
The President will pursue this with Ken Hepburn, former DOC ADM to see if he has any 
ideas on best approaches to Bell to provide a high speed service.  Gerry Holt mentioned 
that Bell offers a wireless high speed Wi-Max service in Mont Tremblant for about $30 
per month.  It was pointed out that the Kazabazua and Gracefield libraries have a high-
speed link, and the Pub McVey will also be offering a high-speed access point.  Rogers 
might also be approached to ascertain possible interest. 
 
COMITE PARITAIRE 
 
Tom McKenna reported that the April data from Prof. Carignan had been circulated to 
the Comite Paritaire.  The total P figure of 15 micrograms/litre is higher than last year 
(8-9), but the pattern in earlier years has been that it has declined after an initial higher 
start.  The higher figure compared to last year is therefore not indicative of a problem, 
but it is being interpreted with a degree of caution.  The Comite was informed of the two 
additional sampling points for the summer testing program.  It was noted that the most 
recent results did not contain results for Fe or Cl levels.  There is no obvious reason why 
this is the case.   
 
The issue of effluent from Lac Desormeaux into Lac Heney was discussed, and Tom 
McKenna agree to send a note to Kevin Bell asking him to add this as a third additional 
sampling point for the summer testing program. 
 
The issue of cows grazing close to the south end of the lake was discussed.  There was 
some thought that this might be in violation of municipal by-laws.  Tom McKenna will 
check this out. 
 
On a related matter, the President informed the meeting that June 1 is the fifth 
anniversary of the interim settlement of our class action suit against the Quebec 
Government.  We still have one more year to assess the success of the treatment program 
and decide if the agreed parameters have been reached. 
 
TREASURER’S REPORT 
 
The Treasurer reported that we have 185 paid-up members.  The financial statements for 
2008 are being prepared. 
 
Moved by Gerry Webb, seconded by Allan O’Brien that Don Ford and Chuck Gaudreau 
form the Audit Committee to review the annual statements and prepare a report to the 
membership for AGM.  Motion carried. 
 
There was an extensive discussion of the level of membership fees for the next fiscal 
year.  The President reported that it has been $25.00 for at least 10 years.  Do we need 
to build up a war chest for future battles?  Any increase needs to be justified in terms of 



programs to be supported by the increased fees.  Others noted that if there is a need for 
funds, past experience indicates that the money will be there - e.g., the funds raised to 
initiate the class action suit, and the pledges to support the potential liability.  We might 
need professional advice with respect to municipal political issues - how to push the right 
buttons - and that will cost money.  Potential public camp grounds and public boat 
launches have been issues in the past, and we might need professional advice to deal 
with these issues in future. 
 
Chuck Gaudreau undertook to find out what other lake associations - Blue Sea, 31 Mile 
Lake, Pemichangan - are charging, and report back to the Board.   
 
There was general agreement that we should leave the membership fees at the current 
level, but we should raise a red flag in the newsletter and at the AGM that an increase in 
the future might be required to support new initiatives that the Board believes the 
association should undertake. 
 
Tom McKenna suggested that the newly formed committees should develop budgets for 
their proposed activities - such as marking Milfoil beds to minimize motorboat intrusion - 
for the purpose of developing the level of membership fees in the future.  Al O’Brien 
suggested that we make use of Foundation funds as much as possible when considering 
new projects for the protection of the lake.   
 
Moved by Colin McCorriston, seconded by Denis Levesque, that the membership fee for 
the next fiscal year be maintained at $25.00.  Motion carried. 
 
NOMINATING COMMITTEE 
 
The President has indicated that he will not be a candidate for this office for the next 
fiscal year.  The Secretary has apparently indicated that he would be prepared to serve in 
this position for one additional year. 
 
The President has discussed possible candidates with past presidents, but no suggestions 
for a candidate have been forthcoming.  It was noted that it is not necessary that the 
candidate be a member of the present Board.  It was suggested that the President should 
have an ability in both French and English.  The nominating committee should present a 
candidate for election as President at the AGM.  Other members of the Executive are 
appointed by the Board. 
 
Moved by Don Ford, seconded by Allan O’Brien that Gerry Webb chair the nominating 
committee, with Kevin Bell and Allan Darling as members of the committee.  Motion 
carried. 
 
 
 
 



REVIEW OF E-MAIL ADDRESSES 
 
Approximately 60 e-mail addresses bounced back as undeliverable.  Some are simple 
typographical errors.  Others are out of date. 
 
The President farmed out the incorrect addresses by section of the lake to a number of 
the directors and asked that they report back to Gerry Holt by May 18 with corrections.  
If the address cannot be corrected, Gerry Holt will delete it from the list. 
 
PARTICIPATION ON COMMITTEES 
 
In addition to the names listed on the agenda, Erin Stratton wishes to volunteer for the 
Environment Committee and Gerry Holt and Bill Green volunteered to serve on the 
Communications Committee.  The President noted that no one had indicated an interest 
in serving on the Social Committee, but that that was not necessarily a problem. 
 
COMMUNICATIONS - ANNUAL NEWSLETTER 
 
The newsletter should be mailed out, since it also contains the request for membership 
dues for the following year, and it is harder to ignore than an e-mail.  It should go out in 
June. 
 
Themes, in addition to the red flag on future dues, should be: 

! A mention of the Board Committees, with an invitation to the membership 
to join (only the committee chair need be a Board Member) 

! 2009 Municipal elections, with information on how to get on the voter lists 
(this information should also be put on the Web-Site) 

 
Denis Levesque and Gerry Holt will ensure that the membership application form on the 
Web-Site is updated. 
 
MUNICIPAL MATTERS 
 
As noted above the municipal elections will be held in the fall of 2009.   
 
OTHER BUSINESS 
 
Chuck Gaudreau will attend the AGM of the Pemichangan Lake Association  at Malone’s 
Restaurant,  Dow’s Lake Pavilion on May 14 at 7:00 pm.  Any other Director interested is 
invited to join Chuck. 
 
NEXT MEETING 
 
Hartman’s, June 8, 7:00 pm. 
 



 
Adjournment 
 
The meeting adjourned at 8:42 pm 
 
 
Minutes prepared by: 
Don Ford 
Acting Secretary 


