
Federation of Associations of Lakes and Rivers of the Gatineau Valley
Report to Association – March 18, 2008 

A.  Summit on safeguarding our lakes

To follow up on the recommendations of the Summit on safeguarding our lakes, held in 
Maniwaki in September 2007, a committee to propose a plan of action was formed, 
consisting of the Pierre Rondeau (Prefect), Rejean Carle (mayors), Mario Courture 
(Forest Industries), Jean-Marc Potvin (Agriculture Producers), Giorgio Vecco (COMGA) 
Pierre Monette (SADC) and Louis-Philippe Mayrand (Federation).  The committee will 
present its plan in April at an event as yet undefined.  Actions under consideration 
include:

i) characterizing lakes with a photographic register of the shoreline.
ii) complementary regulations to protect the water and the shoreline (e.g. replanting 

shorelines, no cutting of lawns within 5 metres).
iii) communication system for all users within the watershed.
iv) reinforcing the awareness amongst all users, notably the associations who can 

play a large role in protecting our lakes and rivers.

Also discussed were the financing of the action plan and the need for an advisory 
committee of experts to ensure that any measures proposed are appropriate.  This 
committee will disband after presenting its report but will suggest organizations for 
ensuring the follow up to its recommendations, of which COMGA is expected to play a 
major role.

B. Government plan regarding blue-green algae

Following a meeting organized by the Environment Minister Line Beauchamp, several 
measures have been announced, including:

 CREO to develop an integrated action plan to protect water courses, lakes and 
drinking water.

 Regional forum to be organized by CREDDO in April regarding the action plan.
 Regulations to be developed by MDDEP to certain dishwashing detergents.
 Trees for reforestation (conifers) to be provided by MDDEP.

C. Collaboration amongst Associations in the same municipality

Associations in the same municipality are urged to work together in dealing with their 
local municipality(ies), especially in view of the new Schema d’aménagement expected 
this year and other measures introduced for protecting our lakes.

D. Shoreline rehabilitation

COMGA wants to know the association needs regarding shoreline rehabilitation.  They 
are supporting a nursery that will provide shrubs appropriate for the Outaouais.  An 
indication of the kilometres to be revitalized should be provided to M. Mayrand.
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