
Association for the Protection of Heney Lake / Association pour la protection du lac 
Heney

Assemblée Générale Annuelle / Annual General Meeting
August 23, 2009 / le 23 août 2009

Centre communautaire - Lac Ste-Marie

Minutes / Procès verbal

Ordre du jour / Agenda 

1) Ordre du jour /  Agenda Allan Darling
2) Opening Remarks / Remarques préliminaires Allan Darling
3) Rapport du comité des mises en candidature / Report of Gerry Webb

Nominating Committee
4) Treasurer's Report / Rapport du trésorier  Denis Levesque
5) Comites du Conseil / Association Committees

a) État du lac / State of the Lake Kevin Bell
b) Communications Gerry Holt
c) Environnement / Environment Erin Stratton
d) Social / Activités sociales Colin McCorriston
e) Relations publiques / Municipal Affaires Charles Gaudreau

6) Other Business / Autres affaires

1. The meeting was called to order at 10:40.  The Agenda was accepted on a motion by Don Ford, 
seconded by Gerry Holt.

2. In his Opening Remarks, Allan Darling indicated that he was stepping down as President.  He felt 
that in the near future the priority items for the Association would include municipal and provincial 
initiatives to improve the environment within the region.  Allan recognized the contributions during 
the past year of Kevin Bell as secretary and Gerry Holt for his work on the electronic newsletter
and the Association web site.  He also noted that the Board has initiated 4 working committees in 
addition to the Executive and hoped that more people would become involved in Association 
activities as one need not be a Director to participate in the committees.

3. Report of Nominating Committee

The Nominating Committee (Gerry Webb as Chair, Kevin Bell and Allan Darling) proposed 
Charles Gaudreau as the President for the coming year and Andrée Bertrand as a new Director
along with 14 returning Directors as listed with the Agenda.  On a motion by Gerry Webb, 
seconded by Michael Wolfson, the slate as distributed at the meeting was accepted.

4.Treasurer’s Report

The Financial Statement for 2008 was presented by Treasurer Denis Levesque.  (Appendix 1)  
Dues were paid by 185 members.  Income for the year was $5,212 and expenses were $4,823 
for a surplus of $390.  The main expenditure items were honorariums for 2 Directors, insurance, 
newsletters and one-time legal fees to formalize the Association Constitution and By-Law. 
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The Budget for 2009 was presented, based on 180 members, with similar expenditures as in 
2008 plus new committee activities.  Denis noted in response to a question that the Association 
presently has investments of $23,000 from accumulated surpluses.  

The 2009 Budget was approved unanimously on a motion by Colin McCorriston, seconded by 
Allison Craig. 

5. Association Committees

a) State of the Lake
Kevin Bell reported that phosphorus levels were presently around 14 micrograms per litre (µg/l) –
which was considerably lower than at this time of year prior to the iron treatment – although there 
had been a spike to almost 20 µg/l earlier, most likely due to the runoffs from the extensive rain 
this spring.  Clarity of the water was better than before the treatment and the deeper water still 
showed good levels of oxygen.  In conjunction with a professor at the University of Ottawa, a 
study of algae in the lake was being conducted this summer.  There have not been any significant 
algal blooms this year nor any indications of toxic blue-green algae species.  The contribution by 
Henry Pharand of his time and boat in assisting with this study was recognized with a small gift.

Kevin responded to a number of questions mainly concerning algae which is always present in 
the lake.  Of particular concern was the impact of on Lac Heney of the stream from Lac à la 
Barbue, which often has significant algae growth and passes by the inactive sawmill. Dr. 
Carignan will be asked to assess this impact.

b) Communications
Gerry Holt indicated that help would be appreciated with the website and electronic bulletin
particularly in identifying ideas and topics for What’s New and environmental guides as well as 
with translation.  Association signage including guidelines for using the islands was suggested by 
Gerry for the access roads to the lake as well as a communication plan for the Association.

A member suggested there be a place on the website for exchanging information, lost & found, 
dealing with problems such as beavers, etc.  Another member suggested that positive aspects of 
the lake such as comments from visitors about how beautiful and quiet it is should be included on 
the website in addition to the more technical issues.

c) Environment
Erin Stratton briefly outlined the proposed role of the Environment Committee which is to provide
advice to the Association on environmental and technical issues, preserve the lake through 
education of residents, support the Comité paritaire as it continues to monitor the lake following 
the iron treatment, and to suggest issues for research. 

A Questionnaire on environmental issues (Appendix 2) was distributed and samples as well as 
information on green products (dishwashing liquid, dishwasher and laundry, soap and cleaners) 
available from stores such as Arbour, Loblaws, CostCo and Rainbow Foods were distributed to 
attendees.

d) Social Committee
Colin McCorriston asked people to let him know if they were interested in activities organized by 
the Association such as boating, golf, picnic, fun day for kids, etc.  

e) Municipal Affairs 
Charles Gaudreau spoke about the need for the Association to work more closely with our two 
municipalities, other associations and the MRC.  This year it is possible to vote in the November 
municipal elections by mail instead of showing up in person.  One must be registered on the 
electoral list and information on this will be sent out by the municipality in early September.  

Charles also spoke about a new provincially driven initiative to protect shoreline.  A new Interim 
Control Regulation was recently passed by the MRC which restricts activities within 10 metres.  
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Permits will be required for most activities within this band and there are implications for 
grandfathered rights.  Changes to the regulation have been requested by Lac Ste-Marie after 
residents there raised concerns and further consultation as well as an English translation has 
been promised. Lac Heney is presently excluded because of its own Interim Control Regulation 
but something similar is expected for us in the near future.

A member of the interim executive of a new association being formed for Lac Ste-Marie spoke 
briefly on the impacts of the regulations.  The lack of communication along with the need for 
consultation with experts and more realistic laws was raised by a member.

The Association will attempt to obtain information on the municipal candidates for posting on the 
website before the November vote.

6. Other Business

With no new business items, the meeting adjourned at 12:30 pm.
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Appendix 1 – Financial Statement for 2008 and 2009 Budget

Appendix 2 – Environment Committee Questionnaire


