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Summer 2013 Newsletter

Annual General Meeting - Aug 18th

Association for the Protection of Lake Heney

FREE - BBQ Lunch served after the meeting!

For 2013, the AGM of the Association will again be held in the Lac Ste-Marie Community Centre on 
Sunday, August 18 at 10:00 AM and will be preceded by the Foundation AGM at 9:30 AM.

Again this year, your Association Board of Directors will provide an update on Environmental, Municipal, 
and Administrative issues of interest to all Lac Heney residents, with information and discussions of how 
we may best represent your interests.

After the success of this event last year, your APLH will again be serving lunch and refreshments at the 
same location, rain or shine, immediately after the meeting, around noon time.  All who attend are 
welcome to join us for a BBQ, at no charge to participants, as part of the association funds collected.  A 
tent cover outside will serve to shelter us from the elements.

The following is a summary of the subjects to be addressed at the AGM this year:

A: State of Lake

Water clarity/transparency is again good this year, as it has been for the last two years. Phosphorus 
levels this spring were low to begin with and have dropped to 13 micrograms per litre (µg/L) by the end of 
June, as opposed to 20 µg/L or higher before the treatment in 2007. Oxygen levels continue to improve 
to the point that discussions on re-establishing spawning grounds for touladi are under way.

Brief summaries of Dr. Carignan’s 2012 reports on water quality, fate of the iron and impact of tributaries 
on Lake Heney will be presented at the AGM.

B: Web Site Redesign update

Our new web site, as contracted to Bectin last year, is nearing completion as a refreshed and redesigned 
project where new information and updated content can more easily be managed. Several features have 
been added, such as online payment options for membership renewal, and an integrated newsletter 
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module that can be used to push critical information to our subscribers.

The Redesign committee will provide a preview of the new layout and capabilities in a live demonstration 
of this new ‘look & feel’, and present our future direction for maintaining current updates for our members 
usage.

C: Winter Fishing update

Beginning in 2011, the issue of reopening Winter Fishing on Heney Lake, which was closed by the 
Ministere de Ressources Naturelles et de la Faune (MRNF) in 1994, has been debated with our two 
participating municipalities, Lac Ste-Marie and Gracefield.

In the past year, several meetings have been held with the MRNF, and both municipalities, to create a 
partnership focused on restoring the lake trout species, Touladi, to the lake.  This is the position of your 
elected board of directors, that the health of this fish population be re-established, prior to our agreement 
to reopen Winter Fishing on Heney.

We expect to have the support of both Administrative Councils, LSM and Gracefield, prior to our August 
AGM, and will provide news and information at this upcoming meeting about their decisions.

D: History of the Lake project- Annual Update

Our Association's Communications Committee has undertaken a project of documenting and publishing a 
book on the history of our lake and its origins. Now in its third year of development, a special committee 
has started gathering artifacts, photos, maps and testimonials from specific people interviewed for their 
knowledge of the lake's history and our local heritage.

A review of the progress to-date and future plans by the project team is planned for the AGM.

Anyone who can contribute to this effort, and those who wish to volunteer in assisting the committee, 
should identify themselves at the AGM, and are invited to contact the committee chairs, Gerry Holt or Al 
O’Brien.

E: 2013 Municipal Elections - Your vote counts!

On November 3rd, our representatives for the Municipalities and MRC will again be elected by the local 
population, which includes you!  Each non-resident property is allocated one vote and everyone is 
encouraged to participate in the upcoming elections. This year, voting online or by correspondence has 
been discontinued, due to the low turnout from the previous elections in 2009.

Unlike other urban electoral districts, the cottage owner population here makes up a significant 
percentage (52%), but more importantly, we represent an unusually large portion of the municipal tax 
base, 66%, compared to other MRCs in the province. We deserve to have our interests represented, but 
only if we vote. 

Specific information will be provided at the meeting, about how to ensure you are included in the electoral 
list, and how to find out.

F: Board of Directors election

The present Board of Directors currently consists of sixteen [16] directors, each of them members and 
property owners on Lake Heney; five of these members constitute the Executive committee. The Board 
of Directors works to ensure that the APLH mandate is carried out as per the objectives of the 
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association.  

New members of the board are always welcome. If you are interested in serving on the Board or 
have any recommendations regarding new Directors, please contact the chair of the Nomination 
Committee, Vice President Gerry Webb (gwebb@golder.com). It should be noted that our President will 
be stepping down in the coming year and a number of Directors have been serving for 10 years or more.

New and existing board members will be elected at the AGM as part of the agenda.  

G: Membership Dues Renewal

For 2012 the Association had 175 paid members, representing a significant portion of the non-resident 
cottages on the lake. Your support is important to the continuing activities of the Association and to 
ensure we remain a credible and effective intervener on matters under consideration by, and the 
responsibility of, the local governments that have an effect on the lake and its constituents.

The annual membership fee continues to be $25.00 per cottage.  This fee finances the general 
administrative expenses of the Association, including memberships in other Associations, insurance, 
mailing expenses to keep members informed of developments and the operation of the web site. 

Please forward your cheque in the envelope provided. 

Indicate only changes of permanent residence address or phone number on the enclosed form. 

If you are not receiving the electronic bulletin by email, please subscribe by clicking on 
the "Subscribe to Bulletin" link at the top of the homepage of our website (lacheney.ca).

We thank you for your participation.

www.lacheney.ca.  


